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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-280
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel
Date of Introduction: April 23, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: April 25, 2019
Type of Action: Appropriation; approval of legal settlement agreement
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $337,601.12 from General Fund/General Services District Fund Balance to provide funding for settlement of claims asserted by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General regarding alleged improper billing of the federal Medicare, Tricare and Champus programs and the Railroad Retirement Board for ambulance transports. The bill authorizes execution of a settlement agreement between the City and the federal government to settle the allegations and conclude the litigation.
Background Information: The Office of Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services contends that from February of 2011 to February of 2017 the City of Jacksonville knowingly billed Medicare, Tricare, Champus and the Railroad Retirement Board for the cost of ambulance transports of persons covered by those programs without having first obtained the necessary benefit authorizations from the patients for those transports. The City, while admitting no wrongdoing, agrees to pay a settlement as restitution for the allegedly improper payments in the amount of $337,601.12 to close the case and receive a release of claims by the federal government.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $337,601.12 from General Fund/General Services District Fund Balance to pay the settlement cost
Analyst: Clements
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